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Null Family  

Burial Grounds 
By Dave Hallemann 

 

 This cemetery with its old 

monuments is located in T40 R5 

S17 Survey 895.  

    38
o
 11ô 41ò N / 90

o
 29ô 7ò E  

This cemetery was first 

recorded by Frank and Helen 

Magre and Jean OôBrien on 15
th
 

February 1984 and revisited by 

Jerry McKee and Dave Hallemann 

on 4
th
 May 2000. 

Someone repaired the 

monuments by setting them 

upright in concrete.  The bottoms 

of some stones are embedded in 

the concrete and thus unreadable.                                                                              

 

This cemetery is named for William Null Sr. who originally entered this tract of 450 

arpents or 382.81 acres as U. S. Survey 895. 

The Nulls were a prominent pioneering family in the Hematite area.  About the year 1800 

Willi am Null and William Null JR. settled near and at Hematite. Goodspeed page 373.  William 

came from the south and was here at or before the organization of Jefferson County. Goodspeed 

page 377.  William Null was appointed one of six commissioners to locate a suitable place in the 

county to erect and courthouse and jail (Herculaneum)é Goodspeed page 385.  William was 

selected to the first Grand Jury in the county. Goodspeed page 402.  

This land was difficult to follow the trail of ownership due to the fact that there are so 

many Nulls, they bought, sold and traded a lot of land, and they are the original owners of more 

than one land grant.  Then there are more Nulls as you tract forward in time.  

I looked at many documents and began to piece together a story of the transactions. I 

knew that William Null Sr. was the original owner of the tract a plat of the original surveys 

located in the Recorder of Deeds Office.  I could not find the transfer of ownership to John 

Wesley Null who appears as owner on the 1876 Atlas.  I saw many documents that referred to 

John W. Null Sr. as having taken possession of various property in ñéan indefensible estate...ò.  

I assume that John Wesley Null was either a son or grandson of William Null Sr.   

The first document of importance I came across was recorded in book I page 252 dated 

18
th
 July 1848 between William Null Sr. and his wife Dorothy, and John Wesley Null and his 

wife Ellen, grant to Josiah Null for $1, ñéJosiah to have all the mining privileges on the tract on 

which the first parties now reside in T40 R5 to ½ of said land and John Wesley Null reserving ½ 

for his own benefit and no mining or digging shall be done on any of the farming land without 
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consent of said John Wesley Nulléò William, Dorothy, John, and Ellen all signed with their 

mark(x).  This document shows relationship between the principal owners. 

The next interesting document I encountered was recorded in book 30 page 78 dated 28
th
 

March 1890 was from John W. & wife Lucy W. Null; George H. & wife Elizabeth Null; Thomas 

H. & wife Eliza Null; Sarah E. Gamel (a widow); and James, Charles A., & Morgan Null, all of 

St. Louis, quit claim to John W. Null Sr. for $40 all their interest in T40 R5 Survey 895 

originally containing 321.81 acres. This could be to clear the ñéindefensible estate...ò  This 

document put the entire interest for Survey 895 in John Wesley Null Sr. Also note his wife name 

as Lucy instead of Ellen. Could her name have been Lucy Ellen or Ellen Lucy? 

On a deed dated 2
nd

 October 1901 John W. Null Sr. is listed on this document recorded in 

book 52 page 393 as ñsingleò.  He sell to William H(?). Null for $10,000.
00

 (this amount seems 

unusual) ñéall of Survey 895 containing 382.21 acres, excepting however such portions as have 

been sold by John W. Null to (?) H. Donnell and C. F. Lee known as the mill property and fully 

described in book 31 page 260 alsoéremaining 362 acresò  

I had missed this deed relating the sale of the ñmill propertyò so I now back tracked to 

this document.   

Recorded on 7
th
 March 1888, in book 31 pages 260-264, from John W. Null & wife 

Ellen, and J. Franklin Null & wife Mattie D. of Jefferson County, sold the following property to 

Oscar H. Donnell and Charles F. Lee, of Jefferson County, for $4250.
00,  
ñé lots 3 & 4 of Block 

5 in the town of Hematite and shown on the recorded plat of said town, also a part of United 

States Survey 895 on Joachim Creek on which the water mill built by the said John W. Null Sr. 

and Dr. G. W. N. Elders
4
 is locatedéa stake is set for the south easterly corner of this lot from 

which corner the most southerly corner of the foundation wall of the main mill building (not the 

office) bears northéthis lot designated as the mill lot includes with additional grounds all the 

mill lot formerly laid off of which undivided half was conveyed by the said John W. Null Sr. and 

wife to G. W. N. Elders, also a lot of ground on the south eastern side of the lot last above 

describedéon which is located a frame dwelling houseéexcepting or reserving the following 

described lots or parcelséone forth 1/4 of an acre including the old family burial grounds  on 

the western side of the creek nearly opposite the mill, alsoéthe old mill lot in Hematite which 

was conveyed by the said John W. Null Sr. & wife to William Hendrickson by deed dated 3
rd

 

May 1875 book 7 page 456éò 

I found many references to persons in this Cemetery as being buried in Hematite 

Christian.  Hematite Christian is along the road about ½ mile before this cemetery.  Hematite 

Christian property was deeded from John Wesley Null and wife Ellen to Wm. Hodson & G. W. 

N. Elder Trustees of Hematite Christian Church on 7
th
 October 1871 recorded in book 34 page 

382.  He was a member of Hematite Christian and may have allowed church burials in Null 

cemetery until the church cemetery was established.  

However, with this deed we have established the fact that this is indeed the Null 

Cemetery.   As John Wesley Null retained possession and in 1888 he excepted it out of the deed.   

Also that John W. Null Sr. and Dr. G. W. N. Elders, who married Amanda Null on 4
th
 

July 1866, built the mill at Hematite on the banks of Joachim Creek. 

There are a lot of Nulls burials in the surrounding cemeteries of Hematite. 
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As can be seen in the 

picture at left, in 1876 J. W. Null 

has possession of the property. 

The Cemetery sits where 

I have added the red cross.   

From Deaths From Jefferson 

County Missouri Newspapers 

1866-1920 Jefferson County 

Genealogical Society. 

John W. Null died October ?, 

1905 at the age of 81.  He 

married Ellen Stroup who 

preceded him in death.  He is 

survived by six children, Mrs. 

Louisa Walthers, Mrs. Amanda 

Elders(?), Mrs. Lucy Arnold, 

and Wesley, Henry, and Frank 

Null. He lived most of his life in 

Hematite, but for some time he 

made he made his home with his 

son, Dr. W. H. Null, in St. Louis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1898 J. C. Benson 

now owns the tract and there is 

a mill on the opposite bank of 

the Joachim. 

This mill was at this 

time known as Bensonôs Mill. 

Again I have added the 

red cross to denote the 

approximate location of this 

cemetery. 
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The following pictures are of the monuments in this cemetery.  The clarity of the 

lettering on the photographs is due the ñshaving creamò method. There are probably 

unmarked graves in this cemetery.   

 

 

William Null  

 

Died   

 

 

 

 

Footstone W. N. 

(see note below) 

___________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Null Jr.  
 

Born 

November 30
th,

 1819 
Died 

October 6
th
, 1855 

Aged 

35 years 10 months 6 days 

 

Footstone W. N. 
 

 

 

___________________________________________
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A. H. B(?) 
 

Born 

May 6
th
, 1847 

Died 

November 11
th
, 1872 

 

Dearest Mary thou hast left us 

Here thy loss we deeply feel 

But tis God that hath bro(?) us 

___________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Annis Eaken 
 

Born 

January 4
th
, 1812 

Died 

November 21
st, 

1868 
Aged  

56 years 10 months 17 days 
 

 

(see note 2 below) 

_____________________________________ 
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William A.  
 

Son of 

G & N. Lee 
Died 

June 1865 
In the  

15
th
 Year of Life 

 

Circle with hand pointing up 

 

(see note 1.) 
 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lavina C. 

 
Wife of 

E. J. Parker 
Born 

January 1
st
, 1829 

Died  

December 18
th
, 1874 

Aged 

45 years 10 months 27 days 

 
Hand pointing up within circle 

ñThere is no dying thereò 

 

 

 

 

 

 


